History of Saint Andrew

January 16, 1980 Pastor Roseth arrives as Mission Developer for Saint Andrew.

April 27, 1980 The first worship service held at Rib Mountain Elementary School with 270 people in attendance.

July 27, 1980 Church land at the corner of North Mountain Road and Partridge (3 acres) purchased and dedicated at a cost of $90,000.

August 11, 1980 The first Vacation Bible School  held with 60 students and 18 teachers.

September 14, 1980 The first Sunday School Classes held with some 70 students in “Group-Graded” Classes (3 yr old through Junior High) with Deb Mellgren serving as our first Sunday School Superintendent.

October 15, 1980 The first Confirmation Class held with 7 students.

November 3, 1980 The first 1st Communion class held at Zion Lutheran Church with 20 children.

November 26, 1980 First Communion received Thanksgiving Eve.

December 21, 1980 The congregation organized as a member congregation of The Lutheran Church in America with 250 Charter Members.

March 1, 1981 Pastor Roseth installed as the first pastor of Saint Andrew 

NOTE: Saint Andrew became self-supporting on the date of calling this first pastor and has been self-supporting ever since.

April 19, 1981 The first Easter Service was held with 309 attending and 10 adults receiving the Rite of Confirmation.

November 15, 1981 The first worship service held at St Matthew’s Catholic School Gym, the second temporary site for Saint Andrew.
March and April 1982 Midweek Lenten Services held jointly with St. Matthew’s Catholic Church.

April 11, 1982 The first “Sunrise” Service held on the top of Rib Mountain with approximately 50 people in attendance.

April 25, 1982 Congregational Meeting held approving the first Capital Fund Drive for the purpose of raising the necessary funds to begin the building of a church building.

January 23, 1983 19 Hmong Refugees (Sponsored by Saint Andrew) Baptized.

February 28, 1983 The first Capital Fund Drive, known as BUILDING BLESSINGS I begins.  With a goal to raise $120,000 over a 2-year period, the congregation responded by pledging $115,000 during the four-week campaign. 90% of those pledges were honored, receiving $110,000 during the two-year period.

October 19, 1983 The Church Council appoints first Building Committee, and three months later the schematic designs for the proposed church building were approved.  With added expenses for developing a new church, a special “MIRACLE SUNDAY” was held with the goal to raise $5,000 in one Sunday. Over $4,000 was received to help stabilize the congregation’s current debts.

July 22, 1984 “Groundbreaking” for the new church building.

September 13, 1984 Second sponsored refugee families by Saint Andrew arrive.

November 1984 The “Cornerstone” is placed.

December 16, 1984 Saint Andrew moves from St Matthew’s Catholic School gym to the new building.  A walking procession travels from St. Matt’s to new site with a donkey carrying the communion and baptismal vessels.

December 23, 1984 First worship service held in the new church building—384 attended.

March 3, 1985 “Dedication of the Church Building” with 400 in attendance for worship and an “Open House” after for the community with some 800 people visiting the church.

April 15, 1985 The second capital fund campaign (Building Blessings II) began with the goal of raising $150,000 over a 3-year period for the purpose of debt reduction. The congregation responded with pledges of $165,000.
July 7, 1985 A Baldwin piano dedicated with funds raised from special gifts received during the “Open House” when the building was dedicated.

April 1986 First Saint Andrew Pasty Sale.
Summer 1986 First Annual “Blessing of Pets and Animals” service.

September 14, 1986 A “Conn Artist” Organ was given to the congregation and dedicated.

November 1, 1986 The Church Parsonage located at 6901 Carnation Avenue is sold at a cost of $68,000.

December 1986 First “No Nonsense Band” presentation.

During 1986, A landscaping project was undertaken by the congregation to improve the appearance of church grounds.

March 3, 1987 The first Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.

March 11, 1987 The first Soup and Sandwich Supper (following Lenten services).

April 5, 1987 Dedication of Schulmerich Carillon Bells.

Spring 1987 First Church Pictorial Directory photos taken.
July 1, 1987 Linda Locklin, from the Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina, becomes the first Intern Pastor of Saint Andrew.

October 11, 1987 The Long Range Planning Committee meets for the first time resulting, six months later, in major recommendations to the congregation including the recommendation of an Associate Pastor, Director of Music, building expansion program, and increased emphasis on youth ministry.

November 1987 Completed copies of the First Church Pictorial Directory produced and distributed.
May 29, 1988 Lauren Ley, member of Saint Andrew, ordained into the ministry of the ELCA and called to First Lutheran Church, Centerville, Iowa.

May 29, 1988 The “Stations of the Cross” dedicated for display in the sanctuary.

June 12, 1988 The congregation approves the refinancing of the two outstanding loans on the church building debt for a total of $260,000 with Aid Association for Lutherans at 9 3/4% for 15 years with a maximum monthly payment of $2,741.

July 1, 1988 Linda Locklin, concludes Internship and Gary Guptill becomes the second Intern Pastor of Saint Andrew from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC).

September 11, 1988 A 3-worship services schedule on Sunday began (8:00, 9:15, and 10:30 am) with Sunday School at 9:15 and 10:30 am.

September 26, 1988 Confirmation program begins, replacing the initial “individualized” program that had existed between 1980-1987.

April 19, 1989 The Call Committee meets.
April 22, 1989 First meeting of the Building Expansion Committee.

September 1, 1989 Pastor Greg Turinetti begins his ministry at Saint Andrew as Associate Pastor with primary responsibilities in the areas of education and youth as well as general parish ministry.

September 1, 1989 Ginny Miller begins ministry at Saint Andrew as Music Director on a part-time basis with responsibilities of arranging for music and choirs.

Spring 1990 Second Church Picture Directory was produced and distributed.

October 7, 1990 The James Company works with Saint Andrew to handle the Building Expansion Program.

December 1990 The second Saint Andrew Cookbook published.

Summer 1991 Playground equipment installed.

May 31, 1992 Congregation approves Building Expansion Program.

Summer 1992 Third Saint Andrew Picture Directory produced and distributed.

June 1992 Sheri Jackson begins serving as Parish Administrator.

August 1992 Paul Mai serves as Intern Pastor through July, 1993.

November 1, 1992 “Building Together” appeal Commitment Sunday held with a goal of $300,000 in three-year pledges.

December 13, 1992 The new digital piano in the sanctuary.

1994 Dennis Vujnovich begins as first Building Sexton on Sunday mornings.

May 1994 Lutheran Social Services offers on-site counseling office hours at Saint Andrew.
May 8, 1994 The church tower is relocated.

June 1, 1994 Al Freiberg begins as Minister of Music.

October 1994 Three lots to the west of the church purchased for future parking needs.

October 1, 1994 Everett Schmidt Jr. begins as  first Minister of Youth.

November 6, 1994 Dedication Service of new Sanctuary.

March 1995 Shannon Vujnovich begins as   Building Manager.

Fall 1995 Phase III of Building project completed with additional Sunday School classroom space.

October 29, 1995 Jonathan Stansfield begins as Associate Pastor.

March 24, 1996 Margaret Meives’ ordination at Saint Andrew.

June 1996 Marian College holds classes at Saint Andrew.

September 1996 Mid-week services offered.
April 1997 Fourth Pictorial Directory produced and distributed.

July 1997 30 Senior High youth attend the ELCA National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.

September 1997 Groundbreaking of West Parking Lot – 100+ spaces added.

Fall 1997 Moms & Pops Support Group begins at Saint Andrew.

October 1997 Small Group Ministry begins at Saint Andrew.

January 5, 1998 Pastor Vern Weeks is Pastor-in-Residence.

February 1998 Automatic dishwasher installed in Saint Andrew kitchen.

May 1, 1998 Barbara Mulloy begins as first Minister of Christian Education.

May 1998 Nursery Task Force established (sub-group for the Worship Committee).

August 16, 1998 First Saint Andrew Bus dedicated.

March 21, 1999 Pastor Solveig Zamzow begins as Associate Pastor.

June 17, 1999 Hearing Assisted Units added to Sanctuary.

July 26, 1999 Youth Mission Trip to South Dakota.

August 1999 Lynn Sween begins as Bookkeeper.
September 1999 Brown Bag Bible study meet Tuesdays during the lunch hour.

September 17, 1999 ECSW Lay School of Theology holds classes at Saint Andrew.

October 1999 Jubilee 2000 Gathering at Saint Andrew (additional one in March of 2000).

October 25, 1999 Congregation chose Web Page Name of saintandrew-wausau.org at first Web Task Force Meeting.

November 5, 1999 Mother-Daughter Banquet. 
December 3, 1999 Saint Andrew participates in the Wausau Christmas.

December 21, 1999 First Outdoor Live Nativity at Saint Andrew (held inside due to sub-zero weather).

January 2000 Tammy Schilling begins as Sunday School Superintendent.
February 6, 2000 First Secret Friend Sunday at Saint Andrew.

March, 2000 Fifth Pictorial Directory produced and distributed.

June 2000 Twenty-five senior high youth attend the ELCA National Youth Gathering in St. Louis.

July 24-28, 2000 Crossways Day Camp held at Saint Andrew.

September 2000 Viterbo College holds classes at Saint Andrew.

March 2001 Gerry Parsch begins as Volunteer Coordinator.
April 2001 New Grand Piano in the Sanctuary.
July 2001 Building Task Force established to look at Phase 4 of Building Program.
September 2001 Sunday School Rotation Classes for 1st- 4th grades.
September 2001 First Fish Tales Music Class offered for 3-6 graders.
November 2001 Thursday Church School begins.
December 2001 First Christmas Cantata.
January 2002 Memorial Gift Committee re-established.
April 2002 50-uppers Fellowship Group begins.
July 2002 Youth Mission Trip to West Hamlin, West Virginia.
August 2002 SALC Constitution updated and approved according to ELCA Guidelines.
September 9, 2002 New baptismal font dedicated.
November 2002 Retired pastors, Duane Nelson and Gerald Kort begin as supply pastors to assist with pastoral vacancy.
December 2002 Sabbatical Leave Policy established.
March 2003 Begin work on the first  Guidebook Directory of Saint Andrew.

July 2003 30 senior high youth attended the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Atlanta.

August 3, 2003 Jon Gallatin ordained and installed as Associate Pastor.

September 2003 New Church Bus is purchased and first one sold.

January 2004 Book Discussion Group begins meeting led by Grace Mittelstaedt, Lay School Ministry graduate.

March, 2004 Saint Andrew’s first “Play Group” meets.

April 2004 Implementation of Phase IV Building Program approved by congregation.
November 2004 Saint Andrew website up and running.
March 2005 Established Building Committee for future building and remodeling.
May 2005 Call Committee established for calling of third pastor.
June 2005 Minister of Christian Education position eliminated.
July 2005 Call Committee formed for third pastor.

August 2005 Five-year staffing plan presented and approved by Church Council.
October 2005 “Grow With God” Commitment Sunday held at Wausau West auditorium followed by breakfast for building expansion and remodeling program.
November 2005 First bi-weekly “Sr. High Girls Night Out” begins.
April 5, 2006 Last Soup Supper served in Fellowship Hall.
September 12, 2006 The Fellowship Hall is used for the last time (by the Quilt Group).
September 13, 2006 - Dismantling of Fellowship Hall begins.
September 17, 2006 - Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Building Expansion Project -  Phase IV.
December 3, 2006 - Handbell Choir use new set of chimes.
April 22, 2007 - Retirement of the green Lutheran Book of Worship hymnal.

April 29, 2007 - Begin using the new cranberry Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal.

May 2007 - Sherri Jackson retired after 20+ years and Shelby Gjertson was hired as the new Parish Adminstrator.

Spring 2008 – Social Ministry begins preparing the meal & to serve the Community Supper at First Presbyterian Church in Wausau on the third Sunday of every odd month.

August 5, 2008 - First wedding celebrated in the new chapel.

September 16, 2007 - Dedication of the Building Expansion project - Phase IV.
January 2008  - A revised version of the Saint Andrew Constitution  adopted at the Congregation’s Annual Meeting.
February 2008  - A two-day Churchwide ELCA Global Formations event held at Saint Andrew.

March 6, 2008 - First baptism in the new chapel.

March 24, 2008 - First funeral in the new chapel.

May 2008 – The Social Ministry group at Saint Andrew begins serving the Community Supper on the third Sunday of every odd moth @ First Presbyterian Church in Wausau.

July 2008 - VBS students provide colorful Shoe Box Care Packages to be sent to Iowa children who lost everything in the extreme flood earlier that month.

July 2008 - Youth Mission trip to Rosebud, South Dakota.

July 2008 – Saint Andrew “Adopts” the 2-mile section of highway on NN in front of the church facility for Spring and Fall roadside cleanup.

August 2008 – Cub Scout Pack 480 is formed to provide a scouting experience to developmentally challenged boys.  The Scout Pack is sponsored by Saint Andrew and will hold meetings at the church on Sunday afternoons.

October 2008 – A Ministry Expo is held in the Fellowship Hall

April 2009 – A Ministry Workshop is held in the Fellowship Hall

March 15, 2009 – A special congregation meeting is held to vote on calling Reverend Craig Swenson as Pastor of Saint Andrew.

July 2009 – Thirty senior high youth & adults attend the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans, Louisiana.

May 2009 – Reverend Craig Swenson is called and begins his ministry at Saint Andrew as Pastor.

May 2009 – First Annual Churchwide Treasure Sale and Brat Fry is held.

August 2009 – The Celebration Patio located on the north side of the church building is dedicated.

February 2010 – New Saint Andrew Website is available.

February 2010 – The first “Ministry Night” is held and all Ministry (formerly committee) groups are asked to hold meetings at this time with large group devotions first.
March 2010 – The “Network” newsletter publication became available online.

March 2010 – Twenty senior high youth go on a mission trip to New Orleans, LA.

April 2010 – Saint Andrew begins new Prayer Shawl outreach ministry.

June 2010 – “OWLS” Older Wiser Lutherans Group begins meeting once a month.

June 2010 – Saint Andrew hosts their first Blood Drive.

July 2010 - The “Network” newsletter transitions to a bi-weekly publication.

September 2010 – The Communication Task Force is approved at Council as a Ministry group.

December 2010 – Memorial gifts were received to add stained glass to the upper sections of the windows in the Chapel.
December 2010 – Saint Andrew celebrates 25 years of worship and ministry as a congregation.

January 2011 – A “Noisy Offering” collection is now received by the children at worship on the third Sunday of the month.  Offering is used & shared for various outreach programs.

June 2011 – Gluten free bread and grape juice is offered for communion at Sunday worship services.

July 2011 – Senior high youth travel to Philadelphia for a mission trip.

October 2011 Council approves the new 5-year staffing plan.

February 2012 – The “Network” mailing is now available to be received through email and opt out of the paper version.
March 2012 – Reverend Jeff Martinson is contracted as visitation pastor at Saint Andrew.

April 2012 – The Visitation Ministry team begins for hospital & homebound visits.

April 29, 2012 – Reverend John Roseth retires as Pastor at Saint Andrew.

April 2012 – A seminary support fund is established at Saint Andrew.

May 13, 2012 – A special congregation meeting is held to vote on calling Jenn Collins as Pastor of Saint Andrew.

June 2012 – 17 Members of Saint Andrew’s sister congregation in Zeerust South Africa visit the Wausau area for three weeks.

July 9, 2012 – Reverend Jenn Collins is installed as Associate Pastor at Saint Andrew.
July 2012 – Senior High youth from Saint Andrew attend National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.
July 2012 – Sunday morning Fellowship goes green by replacing Styrofoam cups with plastic drink glasses and ceramic mugs.
July 2012 - Matt Seegert begins as Coordinator of Youth & Christian Education.
August 2012 – Memorial Sidewalk was installed in the Southeast corner of the parking lot on Highway NN in front of Saint Andrew.
January 2013 – The Network Publication is now produced monthly.

January 2013 - The Information Desk for the Narthex constructed by volunteers & troop members under the leadership of Jared Gjertson for his Eagle Scout project.

January 2013 – New Saint Andrew Photo Directory program begins.

September 2013 – The ELCA celebrates 25 years as a church with the theme “Always Made New”!

November 2013 – Play Group for parents and children not yet in school is offered once a month!

January 2014 – New Endowment Fund is established and approved at the Congregation Annual Meeting.
July 2014 - Matt Seegert enters Wartburg Seminary with support from the Saint Andrew Congregation.

August 2014 - Craig Guarke begins as Coordinator of Youth and Christian Education.
November 2014 – First Community Thanksgiving Dinner offered at Saint Andrew. 

February 2015 – First Blood Pressure Screenings offered monthly at Saint Andrew!

May 2015 - Walls are removed and renovations begin in the Youth room at Saint Andrew

July 2015 - Senior High youth and adults from Saint Andrew attend National Youth Gathering in Detroit with Pastor Jenn.

September 2015 - Saint Andrew begins offering three worship services on Sunday mornings at 8:00, 9:30 and 10:45 am with Sunday School being held during the 9:30 service.

September 2015 - Men’s Bible Study offered on Wednesday mornings at 6:45 w/breakfast and  10:00 am.  Women’s Bible Study offered on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 12:15 pm.

October 2015 - Women of the ELCA Synod Convention held at Saint Andrew.

December 2015 - A special budget review meeting is offered to SALC members in advance of the annual meeting in January.

June 2016 - Open House and Dedication of the new “Emmaus” Youth Room.
June 2016 - A Hearing Loop Sound System was installed in the SALC Sanctuary with Memorial Gifts and a grant through the East Central Synod.
June 2016 - West Entrance sidewalk torn out and replaced by volunteers & troop members under the leadership of Nick Hersperger for his Eagle Scout project.

June 2016 - 10 SALC sister congregation in Zeerust, South Africa members visit the Wausau area for two weeks.

July 2016 - Senior High youth and adults from Saint Andrew travel to Sky Ranch Camp in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado with Pastor Craig.

September 2016 - The First Faith program begins on Sunday mornings during the 9:30 am worship service for 2-4 year olds.

September 2016 - First God’s Work Our Hands Sunday Service Event; In support of the local law enforcement and fire/rescue departments, church members prepare and deliver meals to these dedicated individuals.
Spring/Summer 2017 - Christian Ed and Fellowship Ministries partner to add mural paintings to the new Christian Ed wing hallway and classrooms.

July 2017 - 11 Youth and 7 adults travel to Eastern Kentucky to partner with ASP to build relationships and help make homes safer, warmer and drier!

August 2017 - Pastor Jenn takes Sabbatical leave for rest & renewal, to attend the ELCA Pastoral Leadership academy and travel to Germany.
August 2017 - The newest SALC Photo directory is distributed to members.

September 2017 - SALC youth, parents and volunteers complete landscaping at two new homes built in Rib Mountain by Habitat for Humanity.

September 2017 - The sound system in the Sanctuary is updated and equipment installed to expand the sound coverage into the Chapel, Fellowship Hall and kitchen areas.

October 2017 - Saint Andrew celebrates the 500thAnniversary of the Reformation with visual displays, educational resources and fun fellowship.

December 2017 - Memorial gifts were received to add stained glass to the upper sections of the

Sanctuary windows. 
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