Midweek Lent 2020

Life in the Wilderness
This Week’s Theme: Works of Love
Gathering Song

“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”
O Lord, throughout these forty days
you prayed and kept the fast;
inspire repentance for our sin,
and free us from our past.

Responsive Prayer
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,
have mercy on us.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Show us your mercy, O God,
and grant us your salvation.
Give us the joy of your saving help again,
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
Give peace in all the world;
for only in you can we live in safety.
Keep the nations under your care,
and guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy be forgotten,
nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and sustain me with your Holy Spirit.
Lord, hear my prayer,
and let my cry come before you.
Merton Prayer
Let us pray.
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself,
and the fact that I think I am following your will
does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road,
though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always,
though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
A reading from First Corinthians.
1

1 Corinthians 13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my posses-

sions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I
gain nothing. 4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8Love never ends.
But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease;
as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we know only in part, and we
prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to
an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12For
now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know
only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. 13And now
faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

4 The gifts are many, the Body one,
and into one are all baptized.
Beloved, share one heart, one mind,
one hope, one faith, one love in Christ.
Text: Andrew Donaldson, b.1951
Text © 1995 Andrew Donaldson.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
A reading from Ruth.

Ruth 1:16-18

16

But Ruth said, "Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following
you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge, your people shall be
my people, and your God my God. 17Where you die, I will die — there will I be
buried. May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death
parts me from you!" 18When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with
her, she said no more to her.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Reflection
Hymn

3 For now we peer at darkened glass;
our visions end; our tongues all cease.
In part we know, in part now see:
then we will see love face to face.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Gracious Jesus, our Lord and our God, at this hour you bore our sins in your
own body on the tree so that we, being dead to sin, might live unto righteousness. Have mercy upon us now and at the hour of our death, and grant to us,
your servants, with all others who devoutly remember your blessed Passion, a
holy and peaceful life in this world and, through your grace, eternal glory in the
life to come; where, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, God
forever.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

“Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue”
1 Although I speak with angel's tongue,
my faith, my knowledge all surpass,
but have no love, my gifts are vain
as clanging gong or blaring brass.
2 For love is patient, love is kind,
and never vain with boasting pride;
love bears all things, all things endures.
All things must end; love will abide.

Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
Amen.
Hymn

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy ghost.
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