
 
 
 

Sunday, May 10, 2020 
Live Stream via   

facebook.com/salcwausau 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16      

1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 

Gathering  

 
The Live Stream will be “on” and running as we prep for worship.  As you settle into a 
comfy place, find something nourishing to be with you: light a candle, hold a cup of 
coffee, snuggle a pet or stuffed animal.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM               “Praise Song for the Pandemic” 

 
Using the words, “Praise song for the Pandemic” by Christine Valters Paintner, 
Abbey of the Arts, let us give thanks to God for baptism, and all God that brings 
about through these waters of healing, forgiveness, and resurrection life.    
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 

   John 14:12 

GATHERING SONG  “Now the Green Blade Rises”     No. 379 
              vs. 1, 3, & 4 

GREETING 

 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you always.  
And also with you.  

 

Praise song for the Pandemic”  

Christine Valters Paintner, Abbey of the Arts  

Free for use with attribution. 



KYRIE HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to 
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life 
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

Word 

 
FIRST READING                Acts 7:55-60 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
55Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young 

man named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
  

PSALM 31:1-5, 15-16 

 
 1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
  deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your | ear to me; 
  make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
  for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
  for you are my tow- | er of strength 
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
  for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love. 

 
SECOND READING               1 Peter 2:2-10 

 
A reading from First Peter. 
 

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in 
God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For 
it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 



order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 
 10Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

GOSPEL                           John 14:1-14 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe 
also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there 
you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said 
to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus 
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 

  8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said 
to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you 
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”      No. 619 
           vs. 1, 4 & 8 

 

NICENE CREED 

Gathered together in the light of Easter, we profess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            

 
The response will be:   
 
O God, incline your ear to us: 
Make haste to deliver us. 
 

PEACE VIDEO 

 
OFFERING MOMENT  

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 

 

BLESSING  

 
SENDING HYMN           “Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen!”      No. 377 
            vs. 1, 3 & 5 

DISMISSAL 

 
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 



Hymns reprinted with permission  
OneLicense.net #A-703757 

715.842.3333 
Facebook.com/salcwausau 
150202 County Road NN Wausau WI 54401 

 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 www.salc-wausau.org 

 A word about Pastoral Care 

Pastor Jeff, Pastor Justin, and Pastor Jenn are available for previously scheduled and 
emergent pastoral care via e-mail, phone, zoom, or facetime. Please contact them 
directly if you have pastoral care like pre-marital work or regular conversation to receive 
a link for a Zoom conversation.  We are in touch with local chaplains and are learning 
that visits are not allowed at many facilities.  Thank you for your patience as we learn a 
new way to minister during this time.    
 
Pr. Justin Smoot         Pr. Jenn Collins 
pastorjustin@salc-wausau.org     pastorjenn@salc-wausau.org 
715-842-3333          715-842-3333 
 
Worship via Facebook Live Stream  
Join us on Facebook live stream for Devotional Time at 12:15 pm on Thursdays and for 
worship at 9:00 am on Sundays. You do not need a Facebook account to join in worship. 
If you do have a Facebook account and "like" the Saint Andrew Facebook Page, you 
should receive a notification at the beginning of the live stream. These services will 
remain available on our Facebook page under the "videos" tab along the left side of the 
page. Watch whenever you can, and feel free to leave comments, prayers, or responses 
during the viewing.   
 
Thank you for your offerings and continued support!   
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to further 
support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to 
be “open to all” in this time when many feel isolated.  For the many ways you give, thank 
you. To share an offering:  

 Send a text message to 715-800-2369 with the amount you would like to contribute. 
Within a few minutes you will be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link 
and enter your cardholder name and debit or credit card information. Once your 
registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your 
contribution via email.  

 Mail an envelope to church at 150202 County Road NN, Wausau WI 54401 or give 
online at www.salc-wausau.org/giving.  

 Sign up for TOE (Transfer Offering Electronically). It's as simple as calling the church 
office a call with your bank information.  

 Give through the "Give Plus" app by Vanco. 
 
Sparkhouse Family Sunday School  
Sunday school is now online! We are inviting families to take advantage of the free 
Sunday school lesson offered weekly through Sparkhouse. Check out Spark’s website for 
this week's material: www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/ 
 

Christ in our Home Devotional 
Christ in Our Home quarterly devotional resource encourages readers to live out their 
faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference and 
prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common Lectionary. With the outbreak of 
coronavirus disease Augsburg Fortress Publishing is offering a limited-time 
complementary email subscription through June 30.  Enter “Christ In Our Home Email 
Subscription” in the google box to take you to the Augsburg Fortress site to sign up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship  
Pr. Justin Smoot 
Pr. Jenn Collins 

 

Pianist 
Joel Freiberg 

 

Technical Support 
Matthew Clark 

Mark Clark 
Bob Wiederhoeft 
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MAY 10, 2020 
FIFTH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER 

Christian martyrs witness to God’s love. 

Sunday John 14:1-14 Jesus is the way, truth, and life  

Monday Acts 7:55-60 The stoning of Stephen  

Tuesday 1 Peter 2:2-10 A chosen people  

Wednesday Romans 8:31-39 God’s love in Christ Jesus 

Thursday Hebrews 11:29-40 The faith of heroes 

Friday 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 Contentment in suffering 

Saturday Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Prayer for deliverance 

Sunday John 14:15-21 The promise of the Holy Spirit 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works 
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am  
going to the Father.” John 14:12 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Almighty God, you send us out to witness to the work of Jesus; give us confidence and courage to 
be your faithful witnesses. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Dear God, may this food strengthen the body and your word strengthen the soul to be your wit-
nesses in the world. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the face of God shine on you and bless you through the steadfast love of the Lord.   
(Psalm 31:16)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Where do you see God’s presence in the world? 

 What does the life of Jesus tell you about God? 

 John 14:12 is about a relationship with God. How do you help others have this  
relationship? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Acts 7:55-60. 
Martyrdom is too often spoken of today in terms of suicide bombs that kill. That is not a  
Christian martyr. Stephen presents the model of Christian martyrdom for all time. He  
innocently suffers and dies at the hands of others; he does not act violently. Stephen imitates 
Christ’s death by blessing one’s enemies (v. 60). He also experiences the holy bliss of being 
filled with the Holy Spirit and seeing the glory of God and Jesus (v. 55). He has a rapturous  
experience of the triune God. Few of us will have that same experience, but we are still all  
martyrs. The word simply means “witness.” We are witnesses to God’s living presence when 
we suffer unfairly for the love of God, when we bless others, and when we experience the 
peace that passes all human understanding. In the midst of a world of hate, violence, and  
self-promotion, it is not possible to be a faithful witness on our own. It is the work of God that 
fills us with the Holy Spirit, witnesses to the love of God, and blesses others. Christian  
martyrdom is all around us. Who has been a witness to the love of God for you recently?  
Pray:  O, Holy Jesus, give me faith to witness to your love, to suffer with others for the sake 
of love, and to bless others with hope in your Easter victory. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Psalm 31 is a prayer of deliverance from enemies. Even though there is suffering and pain, the 
psalmist writes of trust in the Lord and of God’s goodness. Watch or read today’s news. Who in 
the world needs prayer for deliverance from enemies? Pray for their deliverance. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Today is Mother’s Day in the United States. It is a time to recognize and be thankful for those 
women in our lives who have cared for us and for others. Be a witness for God’s love and reach 
out to a woman you know who deserves a special thank you with a phone call or a visit. Take 
time to talk and then say this prayer for her.    

Lord God, thank you for (name). May she know how grateful I am to have her in my life. 
Please bless her this day and every day with your love and care. Amen. 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MAY 10, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Mothering God, You 
Gave Me Birth 
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