
 
 
 

Sunday, May 24, 2020 
Live Stream via   

facebook.com/salcwausau 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:1-14 
Psalm  68:1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter   4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 

 

 

Gathering  

 
The Live Stream will be “on” and running as we prep for worship.  As you settle into a 
comfy place, find something nourishing to be with you: light a candle, hold a cup of 
coffee, snuggle a pet or stuffed animal.  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM               “Praise Song for the Pandemic” 

 
Using the words, “Praise song for the Pandemic” by Christine Valters Paintner, 
Abbey of the Arts, let us give thanks to God for baptism, and all God that brings 
about through these waters of healing, forgiveness, and resurrection life.    
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.  

Acts 1:8 

GATHERING SONG  “Rise O Sun of Righteousness”     No. 657 
           vs. 1, 3 & 4 

GREETING 

 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you always.  
And also with you.  

 

Praise song for the Pandemic”  

Christine Valters Paintner, Abbey of the Arts  

Free for use with attribution. 



KYRIE HYMN OF PRAISE 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
Let us pray. 
 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 
Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  

 

Word 

 
FIRST READING               Acts 1:1-14 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he 

said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, 
they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He 
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 
the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” Then they returned to Jerusalem from the 
mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they 
had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and 
John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly 
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
  

PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35 

 

 1Let God arise, and let God’s ene- | mies be scattered; 
  let those who | hate God flee. 
 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive | them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the pres- | ence of  God. 
 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God; 
  let them also be mer- | ry and joyful. 
 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who | rides the clouds; 
  I Am is that name, rejoice | before God! R 
 5In your holy habita- | tion, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defend- | er of widows; 
 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners | into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in | desert places. 
 7O God, when you went forth be- | fore your people, 
  when you marched | through the wilderness, 
 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, the | 
 God of Sinai, at the presence of God, the | God of Israel. 
 9You sent a bountiful | rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance | when it languished. 
 10Your people found their | home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision | for the poor. R 
 32Sing to God, O kingdoms | of the earth; 
  sing praises | to the Lord. 



 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the | ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your | mighty voice. 
 34Ascribe pow- | er to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is | in the skies. 
 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O | God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God! R  

  
SECOND READING               1 Peter 3:13-22 
 
A reading from First Peter. 
 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you are 
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory 
is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit 
of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you.  Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, so that God may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
God, because God cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion 
your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist the devil, 
steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, 
that very God of all grace, who has called you into eternal glory in Christ, will restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. To God be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL                         John 14:15-21 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the 
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given 
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. So 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. “I have made your name known to those whom 
you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 
for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those 
whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. “And now I am no longer in the world, but they are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY     “You Are Mine”         No. 581 
               vs. 1-4 

NICENE CREED 

Gathered together in the light of Easter, we profess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  
Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            
 
The response is:  
 
God of unity, hear us: 
Your mercy is great. 
 

PEACE VIDEO 

 
OFFERING MOMENT  



LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread, 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil, 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending 

 

BLESSING  

 
SENDING HYMN              “O Christ, Our Hope”      No. 604 
            vs. 1, 3 & 5 

DISMISSAL 

 
Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 



Hymns reprinted with permission  
OneLicense.net #A-703757 

715.842.3333 
Facebook.com/salcwausau 
150202 County Road NN Wausau WI 54401 

 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 www.salc-wausau.org 

A word about Pastoral Care 

Pastor Jeff, Pastor Justin, and Pastor Jenn are available for previously scheduled and 
emergent pastoral care via e-mail, phone, zoom, or facetime. Please contact them 
directly if you have pastoral care like pre-marital work or regular conversation to receive 
a link for a Zoom conversation.  We are in touch with local chaplains and are learning 
that visits are not allowed at many facilities.  Thank you for your patience as we learn a 
new way to minister during this time.    
 
Pr. Justin Smoot         Pr. Jenn Collins 
pastorjustin@salc-wausau.org     pastorjenn@salc-wausau.org 
715-842-3333          715-842-3333 
 
Worship via Facebook Live Stream  
Join us on Facebook live stream for Devotional Time at 12:15 pm on Thursdays and for 
worship at 9:00 am on Sundays. You do not need a Facebook account to join in worship. 
If you do have a Facebook account and "like" the Saint Andrew Facebook Page, you 
should receive a notification at the beginning of the live stream. These services will 
remain available on our Facebook page under the "videos" tab along the left side of the 
page. Watch whenever you can, and feel free to leave comments, prayers, or responses 
during the viewing.   
 
Thank you for your offerings and continued support!   
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to further 
support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to 
be “open to all” in this time when many feel isolated.  For the many ways you give, thank 
you. To share an offering:  

 Send a text message to 715-800-2369 with the amount you would like to contribute. 
Within a few minutes you will be sent a text with a link to register. Click on the link 
and enter your cardholder name and debit or credit card information. Once your 
registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt of your 
contribution via email.  

 Mail an envelope to church at 150202 County Road NN, Wausau WI 54401 or give 
online at www.salc-wausau.org/giving.  

 Sign up for TOE (Transfer Offering Electronically). It's as simple as calling the church 
office a call with your bank information.  

 Give through the "Give Plus" app by Vanco. 
 
Sparkhouse Family Sunday School  
Sunday school is now online! We are inviting families to take advantage of the free 
Sunday school lesson offered weekly through Sparkhouse. Check out Spark’s website for 
this week's material: www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/ 
 

Christ in our Home Devotional 
Christ in Our Home quarterly devotional resource encourages readers to live out their 
faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference and 
prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common Lectionary. With the outbreak of 
coronavirus disease Augsburg Fortress Publishing is offering a limited-time 
complementary email subscription through June 30.  Enter “Christ In Our Home Email 
Subscription” in the google box to take you to the Augsburg Fortress site to sign up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in Worship  
Pr. Justin Smoot 
Pr. Jenn Collins 

 

Pianist 
Joel Freiberg 

 

Technical Support 
Matthew Clark 

Mark Clark 
Bob Wiederhoeft 
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MAY 24, 2020 
SEVENTH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER 

Eternal life begins now. 

Sunday John 17:1-11 Jesus prays for his disciples  

Monday Acts 1:6-14 Ascension of Jesus  

Tuesday 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 Tending the flock of God  

Wednesday 1 Thessalonians 5:13-28 Paul’s encouraging words  

Thursday Deuteronomy 8:1-10 God’s protection 

Friday Ephesians 4:11-16 Unity in the body of Christ 

Saturday Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Praise and thanksgiving 

Sunday John 20:19-23 Jesus appears to his disciples  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ whom you have sent. John 17:3 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Eternal God, give us the Spirit of Christ that we may know you and live with you today and with 
one another in love. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Lord of orphans and protector of widows, as we enjoy this meal, we pray for food for all people. 
Amen. (Psalm 68:5) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ support and strengthen 
you. (1 Peter 5:10)  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Describe what a best day in your life would look like.  

 What role do friends and family have in your life when you describe your best day? 

 What do you think God would want as part of your best day? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  John 17:1-11. 
Being with God in eternity seems to be something we anticipate after we die, but not in the 
Gospel of John. Eternity is understood as a life that begins now and is experienced through 
faith in “the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent” (v. 3). Jesus speaks of his 
glory (vv. 1, 4, 5, 10). The hour of his glory is his suffering, death, and resurrection. We  
participate in Jesus’ glory as those who remain in the world now protected by God (v. 11).  
Eternal life is experienced as a life of glory that knows suffering but also knows God in Christ. A 
personal relationship with Jesus is not private. We live in eternity now as the body of Christ in 
the world together. Therefore, Jesus prays that all of his followers “may be one, as we are 
one,” that is, as Jesus and the Father are one. Eternal life involves a relationship to God that 
knows, trusts, and believes in Jesus as the one who is with the Father. One may ask, “How do 
you think you will experience eternity after you have died?” John’s question would be, “How 
do you experience eternity now, living with God and with one another in a world that God 
loves?”  
Pray:  Eternal God, we thank you for the gift of faith that we may experience your presence in 
our lives through the body of Christ. Amen. 

SERVICE 
In 1 Peter 5:9, we are reminded to be steadfast in our faith. There are many places in the world 
today where Christians are suffering and being persecuted. Be aware of this suffering by  
learning more about it and be in prayer for those who cannot express their faith freely. Pray for 
missionaries working in those parts of the world that they will remain steadfast in their faith. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
The disciples watched Jesus ascend to heaven as a cloud took him out of sight. Jesus told the 
disciples they would be his witnesses (Acts 1:8). Make a dessert in a glass alternating blue  
gelatin with whipped cream to symbolize the sky, clouds, and Jesus’ ascension. Talk about ways 
you have been or can be a witness for Jesus. After you finish, say the Lord’s Prayer. 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MAY 24, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Change My Heart, 
O God 
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