
A reading from Romans. 
  
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, 
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from law, the 
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God 
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this 
to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of 
boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For 
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
  
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      “Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue” 

 
The gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not 
have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

MUSIC OFFERING     vs. 1 & 4      ”A Mighty Fortress” 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            
The response is:  
 Lord, in your mercy, 
 Here our prayer. 
 

PEACE 
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Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Romans 3:19-28  
John 8:31-36 
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Gathering  

 

PRELUDE 

 

GREETING  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

HYMN           vs. 1 & 2    ”How Firm a Foundation” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

Word  
 
A reading from Jeremiah. 
  
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—
a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will 
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
  

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn         vs. 1 & 3 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 
 



 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

PRAYER FOR THOSE NOT RECEIVING COMMUNION 

 

Sending 

 

BLESSING  

Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of 
truth and life. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN            “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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Serving in Worship  
Pr. Jenn Collins 
Pr. Justin Smoot 
Paul Nelson - Soloist 
Janice Nelson - Flute 
Cheryl Allen - Layreader 
 

Pianist 
Joel Freiberg 
 
Technical Support 
Mark Clark 
Ryan Josiger 
Patrick Kieper 
Travis Puig 
Troy Radtke 
Ryan, Eleanor and Peter Schwantes 
Bob Wiederhoeft 
 
 
Altar Flowers 
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God in honor of this 
year’s confirmands. 
 
Thank you for your offerings and continued support!   
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to further 
support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to 
be “open to all”.  For the many ways you give, thank you.  
 
Christ in our Home Devotional 
Christ in Our Home quarterly devotional resource encourages readers to live out their 
faith daily. Each reflective reading is accompanied by a daily scripture reference and 
prayer for the day that follows the Revised Common Lectionary.  The fourth quarter 
devotional (October-November-December) is now available at church in a plastic bin 
outside the north (Chapel) entrance. Please feel free to pick up a copy.  
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OCTOBER 25, 2020 
REFORMATION 
SUNDAY 

Disciples have a trusted relationship with Jesus. 

Sunday John 8:31-36 The Son makes you free 

Monday Jeremiah 31:31-34 The new covenant 

Tuesday Romans 3:19-28 True righteousness 

Wednesday Deuteronomy 34:1-12 Moses is buried in Moab 

Thursday Psalm 90:1-17 God is eternal 

Friday Galatians 2:15-21 Justified through faith 

Saturday Psalm 46 God is our refuge 

Sunday Matthew 5:1-12 The beatitudes 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 
my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” John 8:31-32 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Gracious God, keep your faithful people steadfast in your word so that we may receive your  
freedom and truth through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Dear God of glory and might, with this gift of food we remember the gift of faith that strengthens 
us and renews us daily through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord bless you with a relationship to God through faith in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:24 )  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Talk or think about what it takes to have a strong, ongoing relationship with a friend.  

 What gets in the way of a friendship? 

 Talk or think about what it takes to have a strong, ongoing relationship with Jesus. 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  John 8:31-36. 
It is the power of the word that Jesus brings that gives us freedom from sin. That word is first 
and foremost Jesus, the Word that became flesh (John 1:14). Christian disciples “continue” or 
remain in the freeing and saving word of God. The Gospel of John emphasizes that the follower 
of Jesus has an ongoing relationship to him by continuing “in my word” (8:31). To know the 
truth that sets one free is more than to know information; it is to live in a relationship to Jesus 
through faith. The challenge at the time of the Reformation—and today as well—is for the 
church to promote a living relationship with God, a relationship that depends on faith in Jesus, 
the Son of God. We experience this relationship through worship, prayer, reading the Bible, 
and serving and loving one’s neighbor for the sake of Christ. How do you continue to live each 
day as a disciple of Jesus? 
Pray:  Almighty God, help me to trust in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord and have life in his 
name. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Martin Luther wrote, “God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does.” An  
important theme of the Reformation is that all Christians are called to serve others through 
their baptisms. Think about friends and neighbors in your community who may need help or 
support in some way. What good works can you do to serve them in Jesus’ name?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Martin Luther wrote the words for A Mighty Fortress Is Our God and composed the melody. 
This well-known hymn is based on Psalm 46. After reading this psalm once, make a list of words 
from it that help you understand God as a mighty fortress. Read Psalm 46 again and pause for a 
moment when you read a word from your list. After finishing, say, “Amen.” 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

OCTOBER 25, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God 


