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MARCH 7, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY
IN LENT

HYMN OF THE WEEK
For the Beauty of the
Earth

God’s glory, God’s handiwork, is awesome.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 2:13-22

Jesus cleanses the temple

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Genesis 1:27-31
Mathew 6:25-33
Job 12:7-10
Psalm 19
John 3:14-21

The Ten Commandments
Christ crucified
God created humankind
God cares for you
Even the animals will teach you
God is creator and gives the law
God so loved the world

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 Describe a time when you experienced great joy.
 In what ways is the Christian life an experience to enjoy?
 What are some words you would use to describe the majesty of God?

DEVOTIONS

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14 (NRSV)

Read: Psalm 19.
The psalmist focuses on two ways to experience God’s awesomeness: the sun as part of
creation and the law that guides God’s people. The first focuses on the power of creation to
preach of God’s glory throughout the universe. A sunrise shouts God’s presence and glory.
Creation communicates God’s power, and, yet, no human hears it. The law also speaks in ways
that communicates God’s glory and goodness. The law is perfection itself, is sweeter than
honey, and revives the soul. It is conveyed through many synonyms: decrees, precepts,
commandments, and ordinances. Through God’s guidance for humanity there is rejoicing,
beauty, desire and great benefit for all. This psalm uses poetry to communicate what is finally
indescribable: God’s goodness that renews us each day with wisdom and joy. God’s glory turns
us from being rude and arrogant to celebrating with humility the awesomeness of God. The
psalmist is not so much teaching but delighting the soul so that we experience and enjoy God’s
handiwork that is filled with beauty, power, and awe. How do you experience God’s creation?
How do you express that sense of awe and wonder?
Pray: God of glory, we thank you for your goodness; help us to express our joy and delight in
your presence through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

SERVICE

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

A Prayer for the Week:
Awesome God, your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and your weakness is stronger than
our own might. Give us humility and thanksgiving for your saving grace through Christ our Lord.
Amen. (1 Corinthians 1:25)

The Ten Commandments listed in Exodus 20 give us a set of rules to help us understand how to
live with others. Like the rules we have in our home, school, or elsewhere, they free us to live a
good life and teach us how to be thoughtful and kind to others through our actions and our
words. What act of kindness can you do for someone this week?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Mealtime Prayer:
For life and health and every good, we give you thanks, O Lord. Amen. (Traditional table grace
song)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God who raised Jesus from the dead enliven your heart with joy.
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In the Gospel of John, the cleansing of the temple has an emphasis on Jesus as the temple of
God, the very place to worship, see, and experience God in the world. We worship God in our
congregations and in our daily lives. Where Christ is present in faith, your home is church, too,
because God in Christ dwells with you. Keep this in mind as you do your Daily Bible Readings
this week. Say the Prayer for the Week and add your own prayers. End the time by saying:
Remember that you are God’s, and to God you shall return.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

