
GREETING  

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

Word  
 
A reading from Amos. 
  
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord? It is 
darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into 
the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day 
of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your 
festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me 
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well
-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your 
songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 
A reading from First Thessalonians. 
  
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those 
who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who 
have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and 
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together 
with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 
Therefore encourage one another with these words.  
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              “Alleluia” 

 

Live Stream via   
facebook.com/salcwausau 

Twenty-third Sunday in Pentecost 
Amos 5:18-24 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  
Matthew 25:1-13 

November 8, 2020 
 

Gathering  

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved. 
Amen. 
  
Silence is kept for reflection. 
  
Holy One, 
we confess that we are not awake for you. 
We are not faithful in using your gifts. 
We forget the least of our siblings. 
We do not see your beautiful image in one another. 
We are infected by sin 
that divides your beloved community. 
Open our hearts to your coming, 
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, 
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen. 
  
Beloved, we are God’s children, 
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us. 

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, 
by Jesus you are welcome, 
in Jesus you are called to rejoice! 
Let us live in the promises prepared for us 
from the foundation of the world. 
Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN        vs. 1, 4 & 6    “O God Our Help, In Ages Past” 

 



The gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all 
of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you 
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy 
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, 
lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

MUSIC OFFERING           ”Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” 

 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            
The response is:  
 Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great. 
 

PEACE 

 

OFFERING               “As the Grains of Wheat” 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

    

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 Hymns used with permission  
OneLicense.net #A-703757 
Christian Copyright Solutions #11796 

715.842.3333 
Facebook.com/salcwausau 
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 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 www.salc-wausau.org 

Sending 

 

BLESSING  

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to 

rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN               “We Are Called” 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Serving in Worship  
Pr. Jenn Collins 
Pr. Justin Smoot 
Tina Spiegel and Lucy Harvey - Vocalists 
Barb Geiger - Layreader 
 

Pianist 
Joel Freiberg 
 
 
 
 
Altar Flowers 
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God by Mark and Kerry 
Fehrman in honor of their 21st anniversary.  
 
Thank you for your offerings and continued support!   
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to further 
support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to 
be “open to all”.  For the many ways you give, thank you.  

Technical Support 
Mark Clark 
Ryan Josiger 
Patrick Kieper 
Travis Puig 
Troy Radtke 
Ryan, Eleanor and Peter Schwantes 
Bob Wiederhoeft 
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NOVEMBER 8, 2020 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY 
AFTER PENTECOST 

Be alert and be glad for the Lord is coming. 

Sunday Matthew 25:1-13 A parable of the ten bridesmaids  

Monday Amos 5:18-24 What the Lord requires 

Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 The coming of the Lord 

Wednesday Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 The tribes renew the covenant 

Thursday Psalm 78:1-7 Tell the children God’s word 

Friday Luke 21:29-37 Be always on the watch 

Saturday Psalm 70 God is wonderful 

Sunday Matthew 25:14-30 Parable of the talents 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you. Let those who love your 
salvation say evermore, “God is great!” Psalm 70:4 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Righteous God, help us to be ready for the time Christ will come again to judge the living and the 
dead and to anticipate the end of the age with joy. Amen. 
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
Dear God, help us to receive this food with thanksgiving and to serve those less fortunate with 
acts of love and service. Amen. 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the God who promises you the great banquet feast bless you with peace and joy now and 
always.  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 Tell or think about something that you do with focused attention.  

 How does paying attention help you do your best? 

 Jesus wants his followers to stay alert and be ready for his coming. How is this im-
portant to you and to others? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Matthew 25:1-13. 
This parable seems harsh. We might think we are to have mercy on the foolish and not lock 
them out. A more merciful approach is evident in the next chapter when Jesus’ leadership 
team of disciples falls asleep while Jesus prays in the garden (26:36-46). Jesus chastises them 
without a sense of rejection. In this parable the church is reminded to live with the final victory 
of God in Christ in view. It is to impact our daily lives as we wait for Christ’s second coming. 
However, unless there is a particular experience of suffering, we tend to live without paying 
much attention to Christ’s coming again. Jesus is alerting his followers to the importance of 
watchfulness of the times and readiness to act faithfully at any given moment. That is when the 
church blesses, serves with justice, and offers salvation in Jesus’ name. How might a conscious 
awareness of Christ’s victory and return to “judge the living and the dead” (Apostles’ Creed), 
impact your daily conduct? 
Pray:  Come Lord Jesus, strengthen our lives of faith that we may anticipate your coming 
again with joy and serve our neighbor in love. Amen. 

SERVICE 
According to Amos, worship without acts of justice for the needy is meaningless to God. During 
and after a worship service, take time to think about how God’s acts of love and mercy for you 
and all humanity lead you to do acts of kindness and love for others.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
The foolish bridesmaids in the parable did not have additional oil for their lamps. The light in 
their lamps could not shine. They were not ready. It is important to be ready and let the light of 
Jesus’ love shine. We can do this by being ready to do God’s work everyday.  One way to be 
ready is to pray for others, read scripture, and bless others. Use this blessing daily during this 
week: May the light of Christ shining through you show your readiness to do God’s work.  

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
God of Grace and 
God of Glory 


