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Gathering
PRELUDE
CONFESSION

AND

FORGIVENESS

Returning again to the waters of our baptism, we begin in the name of the Father and
of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Let us confess our sin before God and in the presence of one another.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Gracious and merciful God,
We confess to you the truth of our broken lives.
We have not trusted your promises or walked in your ways. We have hoarded and
squandered the gifts of your creation. We have failed to welcome the stranger an
the outcast, and to make room at the table for the homeless and the hungry. We
have neither worked to release the oppressed nor admitted our own captivities.
Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us free that we might live with your whole
creation in the justice and joy of your promised future.
God, who is merciful and kind, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, hears
the cries of all who plead for mercy and, in these last days, has sent Christ Jesus to
announce the good news of forgiveness and release to all who are bound by guilt or
broken by shame, that they might praise God and serve the world with glad and
generous hearts. For freedom Christ has set you free. Thanks be to God.

GATHERING HYMN

“Beneath the Tree of Life”

GREETING & KYRIE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

THIS

IS THE

PRAYER

FEAST

OF THE

DAY

“Tree of Life”

CHILDREN’S

SERMON

Word
A reading from Ezekiel.
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited
parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel
shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed
on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,
and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. Therefore, thus says the
Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with
your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no
longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them
one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be
their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince
among them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
A reading from Ephesians.
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age
to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Alleluia” - Tree of Life

The gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY, HOLY

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the
left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed
you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison
and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not
do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”

LORD’S PRAYER

DAY

NICENE CREED
PRAYERS

OF INTERCESSION

The response is:
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE

PRAYER

FOR

THOSE NOT RECEIVING COMMUNION

Sending
BLESSING
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to
rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

“Soon and Very Soon”

Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us. Thanks be to God.

SERMON
OF THE

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

DISMISSAL

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

”Beautiful Savior”

Serving in Worship
Pr. Jenn Collins
Pr. Justin Smoot
Joel Freiberg - Pianist
Sarah Verber - Vocalist
Eric Verber - Layreader

Technical Support
Ryan, Eleanor and Peter Schwantes
Joel Freiberg
Bob Wiederhoeft

Altar Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God by Jeff and Judy
Smith in memory of June Vondrasek.

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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CHRIST THE KING
SUNDAY

HYMN OF THE WEEK
When the Poor Ones

God’s justice cares for the weak and lost.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Matthew 25:31-46

The sheep and goats

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Ezekiel 34:11-24
Ephesians 1:15-23
Psalm 100
Isaiah 1:16-20
Amos 5:10-15
Psalm 95:1-7a
Mark 13:24-37

God, the true shepherd
Paul’s prayer
All lands called to praise God
Justice is needed
Choose good, not evil
Worship and obey the Lord
When the Son of Man appears

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the
injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will
destroy. I will feed them with justice. Ezekiel 34:16 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
God of glory and might, we give thanks that you are our God and that we are the sheep in your
hand through Christ our Lord. (Psalm 95:7a)

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 If you had all the power you could want, what would you want to do?
 What is wrong with the religious leaders in the Bible using their power for themselves?
 Why is it good news to know that God cares for the poor, the sick, and the hungry?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Matthew 25:31-46.
The God of the Bible is the God of justice but not just any kind of justice. God’s justice
recognizes the unfairness of power that abuses the weak. In Ezekiel 34 God has had enough of
Judah’s unjust shepherds, specifically, the kings who have not taken care of God’s sheep.
Therefore, God declares the sheep that are lost, strayed, injured, and weak will be cared for by
God’s power and the fat and the strong sheep—supposedly those well off at the expense of the
weak—will be destroyed (v. 16). That is the divine judgment Jesus presents in the parable of
the sheep and the goats. God’s will—Jesus’ will, as seen in the Son of Man in the parable—is to
provide for the needs of the hungry, thirsty, lonely, naked, or sick. The message is so strong
that when anyone has cared for these, they have cared for the Son of Man. The Gospel of
Matthew does not shy away from judgment that distinguishes the authentic from the
inauthentic life of those who follow Jesus. Matthew speaks against those who abuse their
powers, whether religious, social, political, or economic. This final Sunday in the church year
recognizes that all evil abuses will end one day and only God’s compassion will survive through
Christ, the true ruler of all things. How do you live as though Jesus, the Son of Man is with you
as you show care and help others in need?
Pray: Almighty God, help us to see you in our neighbors, especially those in need of care
through Jesus Christ, the one who is above all rule and authority. Amen.

SERVICE
Whether you live in an urban or rural setting, there are many in need. Donations of time and
money are appreciated by those in need and the organizations that help them. Think about
how you can help support these individuals or organizations.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, to you we make a joyful noise for all that you do, including your gift of this food for us
today. Amen. (Psalm 95:1)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God of power and might bless you with joy and peace.
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RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Read Psalm 95:1-7a and circle or say the action words like “sing,” “make a joyful noise,” “bow
down,” and “kneel.” Reread the psalm out loud and act out the parts you highlighted.
Afterward, close with this blessing: May the Lord God rejoice at the sound of your joyful noise
and songs of praise.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

