
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING AND PRAYER 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC           

 

Word  
 

A reading from First Kings. 
  
Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu 
son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu 
shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave 
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Ba’al, and every mouth 
that has not kissed him.” So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, 
who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after 
Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then 
Elijah said to him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” He returned from 
following him, took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from 
the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out 
and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 
  
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  
 

SUNG RESPONSE              “Wait for the Lord” 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
   
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The Lord has 
sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for 
your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have labored; but those 
who garner it shall eat it and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall drink it in my 
holy courts. Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, 
build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The Lord has 
proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation comes; his 
reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” They shall be called, “The Holy People, 
The Redeemed of the Lord”; and you shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.  

 

SUNG RESPONSE                 “Wait for the Lord” 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                “Tree of Life” 

Live Stream via   
facebook.com/salcwausau 

Advent 4 
1 Kings 19:15-21 
Isaiah 62:1, 8-12 

Luke 2:15-20 
December 20, 2020 

Gathering  

 

PRELUDE 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Returning again to the waters of our baptism, we begin in the name of the Father and 

of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let us confess our sin before God and in the presence of one another. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
Gracious and merciful God, 
We confess to you the truth of our broken lives. We have not trusted your promises 
or walked in your ways.  We have hoarded and squandered the gifts of your creation.  
We have failed to welcome the stranger an the outcast, and to make room at the 
table for the homeless and the hungry.  We have neither worked to release the 
oppressed nor admitted our own captivities. Forgive our sin, heal our lives, and set us 
free that we might live with your whole creation in the justice and joy of your 
promised future. 
 
God, who is merciful and kind, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, hears 
the cries of all who plead for mercy and, in these last days, has sent Christ Jesus to 
announce the good news of forgiveness and release to all who are bound by guilt or 
broken by shame, that they might praise God and serve the world with glad and 
generous hearts. For freedom Christ has set you free. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

GATHERING HYMN              “Beneath the Tree of Life” 

 

GREETING & KYRIE 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 



The gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger.  When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
  
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 ”To See a Star” 

 

NICENE CREED 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION            
The response is:  
 God of love, 
 Hear our prayer. 
 

PEACE 

 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING  

   

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Sending 

 

SENDING HYMN        ”Come and Find the Goodness of the Lord” 

 

BLESSING  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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Serving in Worship  
Pr. Jenn Collins 
Pr. Justin Smoot 
Joel Freiberg - Pianist 
Sarah Verber and Pr. Jenn - Vocalists 
Pr. John Roseth - Layreader 
 
 
Altar Flowers 
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God by Russ and Alice 
Van Skike in honor of our Savior’s birth. 
 
Thank you for your offerings and continued support!   
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to further 
support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to 
be “open to all”.  For the many ways you give, thank you.  

Technical Support 
Patrick Kieper and Travis Puig 
Joel Freiberg 
Bob Wiederhoeft 
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DECEMBER 20, 2020 
FOURTH SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 

God favors the peasant girl Mary. 

Sunday Luke 1:26-38 The birth of Jesus foretold 

Monday 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 The Lord’s message to David 

Tuesday Romans 16:25-27 Paul’s closing prayer 

Wednesday Luke 1:46b-55 Mary’s song of praise 

Thursday Luke 2:1-20 The birth of Jesus 

Friday John 3:11-16 For God so loved the world 

Saturday Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 God’s promise to David 

Sunday Luke 2:22-40 Jesus presented in the temple 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus.” Luke 1:30-31 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord God, just as you favored your servant Mary, grant all of us faith and trust in your power to 
bring salvation to all through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Mealtime Prayer: 
With this food we receive your steadfast love, O Lord; with our mouths we proclaim your  
faithfulness to all generations through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Psalm 89:1) 
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the love of God bless you with the good news of Jesus’ birth.  

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections: 

 When have you received special attention from friends or family?  

 Think of someone you have valued as a friend. In what ways do you value them? 

 The angel Gabriel describes Mary as favored. What does it mean to you that God has 
given the world our Savior and Lord Jesus through Mary, a young peasant girl? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read:  Luke 1:26-38. 
In verses 28 and 30 the angel Gabriel says that Mary is favored, that is, Mary experiences the 
undeserved kindness of God. In Luke 2:40 and 52 the child Jesus is also described as favored. 
Divine attention comes to a young virgin to deliver Jesus, the Son of the Most High. The  
beginning of the Gospel of Luke tells of Elizabeth, a barren woman who gives birth, Mary, a 
peasant girl who gives birth to the future king in the lineage of David, and of shepherds in the 
field who will be the first evangelists of the good news of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:18). The message 
is clear: with God all things are possible, and as with Mary, our faithful response is, “let it be 
with me according to your word” (v. 38). Mary is the model of the life of faith that  
acknowledges that God has done great things for her. As we prepare to enter the season of 
Jesus’ birth, we are met with God’s favor and blessings for us as well. How has God come to 
you with divine favor?  
Pray:  God of undeserved kindness, give us faith to trust that with you all things are possible 
through Christ Jesus our Lord, Son of the Most High God. Amen.  

SERVICE 
During this Advent season think of those who are not favored in our society. For example, the 
homeless are poor, hungry, and in need. In what ways can you show God’s love to them 
through an act of kindness?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
From your nativity set, hold each piece in silence for a moment. Then place the pieces back in 
the scene. Have Mary and Joseph arrive first, followed by the shepherds and then the wise 
men. Wait to place Jesus in the manger until Christmas Eve. On your Advent wreath, light the 
first candle of hope, the second one of peace, the third one of joy, and the fourth one of love. 
Say this Bible verse: For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. (John 3:16) 
Pray: Lord God, thank you for showing us love even when we are afraid like Mary, the  

mother of Jesus. Give us hope, peace, joy, and love as we prepare to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. Amen. 

WEEKLY MILESTONES 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life. 

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an  
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

DECEMBER 20, 2020 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Wait for the Lord 
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SCRIPTURE

Read Luke 2:15-20

REFLECTION

Have you ever looked forward to an event for a long time and imagined how it would go, only for it 
not to happen the way you expected? Maybe it was a family vacation, summer camp, or the first day 
of school. It is easy to feel disappointed when things don't happen the way you have planned them. 
You can get lost in your expectations, feel frustrated, and even close your heart to what is happening 
unexpectedly, instead of noticing the wonderful experiences around you. 

In this story, Mary’s baby was born and placed in a manger. Animals, hay, and strangers surrounded 
him. Then, as they were trying to rest, a whole group of sweaty shepherds came traipsing in to meet 
Jesus and Mary. This is probably not in any way how Mary imagined Jesus being born. She could 
have looked at the shepherds and said, “No. No. No. Nope!” and sent them on their way. Instead, she 
chose to open her heart and invite them in. She chose to listen to their amazing story about meeting 
angels and tell them her own amazing story.  And because she chose to be open, the shepherds left 
to share this good news with everyone, and Mary was able to hold the experiences she could never 
have imagined inside her heart. 

What do you do when things don’t go the way you planned, when you feel nervous or afraid, and 
the ground feels like it is shaking beneath your feet? Do you lock your heart up tight? Sometimes 
people lock their hearts because they think it will protect them. They lock out strangers who might 
become friends; they lock out different places that might become places where they belong. The 
problem with locking your heart is that it doesn’t actually protect you; it keeps out all the love you 
didn’t think to imagine. When Mary opened her heart to the unexpected, she chose love. Choosing 
love transformed her heart, and it also transformed the world. She shared her love with strangers 
who became friends, and those friends chose to share the message of love with everyone they 
met. That is what happens when you open your heart and choose love. You can’t help but share a 
message of love. 

WEEK FOUR:
To Choose LOVE



© 2020 Illustrated Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. illustratedministry.com 
This content is provided under a limited license. May not be reproduced outside of license terms. See copyright page for license terms.

32

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• What do you think it was like for Mary after Jesus was born? Can you imagine some of the 
fears or worries she might have felt? What do you think helped her choose love in the story? 

• Can you think of a time when things didn’t go the way you expected, and you felt afraid? 
Share your story with your family. Did you choose love? If not, can you imagine what might 
have been different if you had chosen love?

• What is one way you can choose love this week? Make time to check in with each other later 
this week and encourage one another to keep choosing love. 

ACTIVITY

Materials: 
• This week’s Activity Page
• Construction paper (recommeded) or printer paper
• Scissors
• Glue or tape
• Art supplies (markers, crayons, colored pencils, etc.) 

When we have big feelings, it is easy to forget to choose love. Let’s make some reminders to post in 
our homes to help us remember to choose love even when it is not easy. 

Because we treasure love, we are going to create a 2D treasure chest. Using a piece of construction 
paper or printer paper in portrait orientation, fold both top corners down toward the middle to 
create a triangle, like you’re starting a paper airplane. Fold the triangle down, the point meeting the 
bottom edge. 

Now color and cut out the elements of your treasure box on the Activity Page. Using glue or tape, 
adhere the decorated triangle from your Activity Page to the triangle flap on your treasure box. Then 
adhere your “Choose Love” message inside the treasure box and add any other designs you want. 
When you flip it open, you will remember to choose love!

Place your reminder in a place that you often see: the fridge, the mirror, the front door, or on a 
bulletin board. When you feel frustrated, angry, sad, or selfish, take a moment to breathe and decide 
how you will respond with love. 
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PRAYER

Loving God,
Thank you for loving each one of us, no matter what.
Choosing love is hard, 
especially when we are anxious or frustrated. 
Give us the courage to open our hearts 
and choose love even when it is not easy. 
Amen.
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