First Sunday in Lent
Live Stream via
facebook.com/salcwausau
Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

Sunday, February 21

Gathering
PRELUDE
CONFESSION

AND

FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.

Word
A reading from Genesis.
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant
with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you,
the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as
came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the
earth.” God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the
clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant
that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see
it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25:1-10

Silence is kept for reflection.
1

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long
to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in
your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers
them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN
GREETING
KYRIE
PRAYER

OF THE

DAY

CHILDREN’S SERMON

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”

To you, O Lord,
I lift up my soul.
2
My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3
Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4
Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
5
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness,
O Lord.
8
You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9
You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.
10
All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.

A reading from First Peter.

Meal

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark,
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

LORD’S PRAYER

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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TO

COMMUNION

GOD

”Thy Holy Wings”

AND
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Sending
BENEDICTION
HYMN

“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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Thank you for your offerings and continued support!
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to further
support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as we seek to
be “open to all”. For the many ways you give, thank you.

OF INTERCESSION

The response is:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE

AND

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit immediately drove him
out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he
was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. Now after John was arrested,
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

OF THE

DIALOGUE

LAMB

The gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER

INVITATION

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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HYMN OF THE WEEK
O Lord, Throughout These
Forty Days

WEEKLY MILESTONES

God’s mercy conquers evil.

Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

Mark 1:9-15

Temptation of Jesus

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Genesis 9:8-17
1 Peter 3:18-22
2 Samuel 24:10-17
Titus 3:1-11
Hebrews 4:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
Mark 8:31-38

God’s promise to Noah
Suffering for doing right
Judgment on David’s sin
Maintain good deeds
Jesus is the great high priest
Prayer for guidance
Jesus predicts his death

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old. Psalm 25:6 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Gracious God, thank you for entering our lives and our world to confront all that is opposed to
your reign of mercy through Christ, your Beloved Son. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, with this gift of food, let us remember your steadfast love and mercy that gives us life
that we may live with hope. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God lead you in truth and teach you the way of Christ our Lord. (Psalm 25:5)
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Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 How would you describe evil?
 Tell or think about a time you felt tested or tempted to do something wrong.
 Jesus was tested by Satan. How is Jesus’ confronting Satan in the wilderness a story of
hope?

DEVOTIONS
Read: Mark 1:9-15.
This text is a fitting beginning for the season of Lent. At Jesus’ baptism God intervenes by
opening up the heavens and speaking of Jesus as God’s Beloved Son. Jesus is thrown into the
wilderness by the Holy Spirit to confront Satan, the personification of all that opposes God’s
reign. Jesus endures, and he is cared for by the angels of God. Jesus then begins his own public
ministry following the arrest of John the Baptist. John’s experience is a precursor to Jesus’ own
betrayal and arrest to fulfill all that God intends to do through the Beloved Son. And, then,
Jesus goes out to do the work of the kingdom, the reign of God that has not been stopped by
Satan and will not be stopped, ever. The preaching is simple: repent and believe in the good
news of God’s reign. Repentance is not about remorse but about turning around and going in
another direction, toward God and what God can and will do. This Lent, we are reminded to
trust the work of God that will defeat everything opposed to God’s rule of steadfast love and
mercy. How will you repent and focus on the reign of God in your life and in the world?
Pray: Almighty and merciful God, help us to trust your reign present now and forevermore
through Jesus, your Beloved Son and our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SERVICE
The story of Noah and the flood is a difficult story to grasp. The point of the story is that God’s
demand for justice (the flood) is finally outdone by God’s mercy (a new beginning for creation
for those on the ark). Justice does not stand alone. It needs mercy, especially in our world
where no human has the wisdom of God to judge. Do you know someone who needs a word of
mercy? Write a note to that person and pray for them this week.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Lent is a season filled with traditions that focus on discipline and discipleship. Choose a
devotional space in your home. Consider laying out a purple cloth (the color for repentance
and Lent) and place a candle and Bible on it. Read the Daily Bible Readings. Use the Prayer for
the Week and add your own prayers. End the time by saying: Remember that you are God’s,
and to God you shall return.

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

