Sunday, March 7, 2021

Third Sunday in Lent
Live Stream via
facebook.com/salcwausau
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 1:13-22

Gathering
PRELUDE
CONFESSION

AND

FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long
to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in
your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as
healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers
them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN
GREETING
KYRIE
PRAYER

OF THE

DAY

CHILDREN’S SERMON

“Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”

Word
A reading from Exodus.
God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not
make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who
reject me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love
me and keep my commandments. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember
the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. But the
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son
or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your
towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated
it. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that
the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Word of God, word of life
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 19
1

The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
2
One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
3
Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,
4
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
5
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
6
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
7
The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
8
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.

10

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11
By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12
Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
13
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion
over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
A reading from First Corinthians.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise?
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save
those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than
human strength.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SERMON

HYMN

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their
tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written,
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you
show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I
will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for fortysix years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this;
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

DAY

”In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

APOSTLE’S CREED
PRAYERS

OF INTERCESSION

The response is:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE

Meal
OFFERTORY HYMN

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”

OFFERING PRAYER
DIALOGUE

AND

PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
GREAT THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER
INVITATION
LAMB

The gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

OF THE

OF

TO

COMMUNION

GOD

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

AND

CANTICLE

Sending
BENEDICTION
HYMN
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

“Canticle of the Turning”

Serving in Worship
Pr. Jenn Collins
Pr. Justin Smoot
Joel Freiberg - Pianist
Mark Clark - Layreader & Vocalist
Diane Goetsch - Vocalist

Technical Support
Ryan Josiger
Mark Clark
Joel Freiberg
Bob Wiederhoeft

Altar Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God by Will
Allmandinger in memory of his sister, Ruth.
Thank you for your offerings and continued support!
Now more than ever we are grateful for a gift of any amount you might share to
further support the ministry of Saint Andrew. What you share makes a difference as
we seek to be “open to all”. For the many ways you give, thank you.
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HYMN OF THE WEEK
For the Beauty of the
Earth

God’s glory, God’s handiwork, is awesome.

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

CARING CONVERSATIONS

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 2:13-22

Jesus cleanses the temple

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Genesis 1:27-31
Mathew 6:25-33
Job 12:7-10
Psalm 19
John 3:14-21

The Ten Commandments
Christ crucified
God created humankind
God cares for you
Even the animals will teach you
God is creator and gives the law
God so loved the world

Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
 Describe a time when you experienced great joy.
 In what ways is the Christian life an experience to enjoy?
 What are some words you would use to describe the majesty of God?

DEVOTIONS

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14 (NRSV)

Read: Psalm 19.
The psalmist focuses on two ways to experience God’s awesomeness: the sun as part of
creation and the law that guides God’s people. The first focuses on the power of creation to
preach of God’s glory throughout the universe. A sunrise shouts God’s presence and glory.
Creation communicates God’s power, and, yet, no human hears it. The law also speaks in ways
that communicates God’s glory and goodness. The law is perfection itself, is sweeter than
honey, and revives the soul. It is conveyed through many synonyms: decrees, precepts,
commandments, and ordinances. Through God’s guidance for humanity there is rejoicing,
beauty, desire and great benefit for all. This psalm uses poetry to communicate what is finally
indescribable: God’s goodness that renews us each day with wisdom and joy. God’s glory turns
us from being rude and arrogant to celebrating with humility the awesomeness of God. The
psalmist is not so much teaching but delighting the soul so that we experience and enjoy God’s
handiwork that is filled with beauty, power, and awe. How do you experience God’s creation?
How do you express that sense of awe and wonder?
Pray: God of glory, we thank you for your goodness; help us to express our joy and delight in
your presence through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

SERVICE

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

A Prayer for the Week:
Awesome God, your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and your weakness is stronger than
our own might. Give us humility and thanksgiving for your saving grace through Christ our Lord.
Amen. (1 Corinthians 1:25)

The Ten Commandments listed in Exodus 20 give us a set of rules to help us understand how to
live with others. Like the rules we have in our home, school, or elsewhere, they free us to live a
good life and teach us how to be thoughtful and kind to others through our actions and our
words. What act of kindness can you do for someone this week?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

Mealtime Prayer:
For life and health and every good, we give you thanks, O Lord. Amen. (Traditional table grace
song)

A Blessing to Give:
May the God who raised Jesus from the dead enliven your heart with joy.
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In the Gospel of John, the cleansing of the temple has an emphasis on Jesus as the temple of
God, the very place to worship, see, and experience God in the world. We worship God in our
congregations and in our daily lives. Where Christ is present in faith, your home is church, too,
because God in Christ dwells with you. Keep this in mind as you do your Daily Bible Readings
this week. Say the Prayer for the Week and add your own prayers. End the time by saying:
Remember that you are God’s, and to God you shall return.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

